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FORD SEEKS TO BUT
U. S. NITRATE PLANT

AffoTC finvommAnt Jft.Vftftfl.ftftft

and $1,500,000 Annually for
100 Years for Property.

WEEKS, HOOVER FOR PLAN

War Secretary to Put Question
"Up to Congress and Frjre

That It Be Accepted.

Despatch to Tub New York Hjnui.n.
Xfw York Herald Biirwo, I

Washington, D. C., July 14. I
Henry Ford's offer to take over the

Government's nitrate Dlant at Muscle
Shoals, Ala., for conversion into a fertilizerplant under a 100 year lease, involvinga cash payment of Jo,000.000 and
an annual obligation of 11,500,000 for 100

years, was announced to-day by Secretaryof Commerce Hoover.
Mr, Ford's proposal to utilize the plant

apecitlia that he will maintain a nitrate
plant In reserve for the Government for
the entire period, to meet any war

emergency. Discussions leading up to
ths offer were conducted by Assistant

Secretary of Commerce Huston, with
the approval of Secretary of War
Weeks.
Congress must approve the project

before Mr. Ford can obtain possession.
Mr. Ford s proposal was formally transmittedto Secretary Weeks to-day. Ho
later will submit it to Congress, with
the recommendation that the transfer be
authorized.

Secretary Hoover praised Mr. Ford
Tor hi;- courage and willingness to convertthe plant constructed by the Governmentat a cost of $80,000,000 into
an enterprise of large commercial possibilities.
The negotiations with the Commerce

Department drew out of representations
made to the Department of the MississippiValley Association, the Tennessee
Valley Association and the American
Farm Bureau Association. These organizationsdeclared their interest in seeing
that the uncompleted project should not
disintegrate altogether, but should be
utilized in such manner as would improvethe transportation on the TennesseeRiver.

Principal points in Mr. Ford's offer
as outlined by Secretary Hoover, were:

1. Mr. Ford will take a 100 years'
lease upon the Wilson dam and No. 3
dams end electric installation when completed.Tills work Is estimated to cost
$28,000,000. After a short preliminary
period Mr. Ford proposes to pay interestat the rate of 6 per cent, on the
$28,000,000 and to amortize not only
this sum but the entire cost of both
dams over a period of 100 years.

2. Mr. Ford will purchase all the
nitrate plant and equipment, lands and
steam plaht, for $5,000,000.

3. He will convert and operate the
large nitrate plant (No. 2) for the prorlnoMnnnf PftmnnunHo and a a

a standby for Government explosives In
case of war and to keep It up to date
in both arts.

4. He will limit the profits of the fertilizerplant to 8 per cent. An independentboard embodying representatives
of the American Farm Bureau and the
National Grange and the Farmers Union
will certify to this maximum profit.

Secretary Hoover said that completionof these works would make the
Tennessee Kiver navigable to Chattanooga.He said there are undertakings
by Mr. Ford for maintaining the locks.
"The power developed will ultimately

greatly exceed the requirements of the
fertilizer plant and Mr. Ford proposes
to use it In his own business," said Mr.
Hoover. "In ordei1 to meet the annual
payments proposed a very large use of
power must be made outside of the fertilizerworks."
Acceptance of Mr. Ford's offer is entirelya matter for Congress to decide,

Secretary Hoover said. Secretary Hooverhad no doubt that Congress would
follow the views of Secretary Weeks
when the latter transmits the Ford offer
with his recommendations.

"Mr. Ford has made a genuine proposal,"said Mr. Hoover. "It shows
courage to agree to pay out $5,000,000;
to spend further sums upon larfre works
and besides to take an annual ohllRationfor about $1,500,000 for 100 years,
and to ajtree to maintain a nitrate plant
in reserve for the Govcnl^jjiit for that
period.
"Whatever may bo the result, Mr.

Ford's offer doe« prove what the public
associations have contended.that the
completion of this project has a commercialvalue."
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Maryland and Virginia
Plan to Protect Crabs

Sptcial Dfspatch to Tin New Yosk
Hdui.d.

»w York Hrrald Burma. I
Washington. D. C., July 14. j

rpHE crabs are to be saved.
After twenty years of parleyingthe Government got togetherto-day with representativesof the States of Maryland

ana Virginia in a legislative plan
to prevent the crab from becomingextinct. Concurrent legislationby the States of Maryland
and Virginia will place rigid restrictionson representatives of
the crab industry. Dredging of
crabs will be allowed only betweenDecember 1 and March
31. It will be made unlawful to
possess a "sponge" bearing crab
at any time of the year. The
minimum size of a "peeler" crab
will be estimated at 3 inches and
for a soft crab at 3 Vs inches.

MRS. KABER'S FATE
TO BE KNOWN TO-DAY
Woman Accused of Having

Husband Killed in State
of Collapse.

Cleveland, July 14..Eva Catherine
Kaber, on trial for the murder of her
husband. Daniel Kaber. Drobablv will
know her fate to-morrow night.
The defence rested its case this afternoonafter Mrs. Kaber refused to

come into court voluntarily, submit to
examination by physicians to determine
her mental condition and to talk even
to her counsel.

Rebuttal testimony of the State's
alienists and probably sur-rebuttal by
the defence is expected to be completed
by noo/i to-morrow. Arguments by
counsel then will follow. Each side has
been allotted two hours and less tini2
may be consumed, counsel Indicated.

Mrs. Kaber did not testify. Her counselsaid they did not believe she could
stand the ordeal of taking the witness
stand, though two physicians declared
her physical condition normal.

Mrs. Kaber's attitude in refusing to
submit to examination, talk or come into
court caused delay of the afternoon sessionuntil after 3 o'clock. On being advisedof her physical condition, Judge
Bcrnon ordered her brought Into the
courtroom, forcibly If necessary. She
was brought in by two bailiffs, who
partly carried her. She exhibited no
signs of fainting after being brought in.
though she had suffered a hysterical
fainting spell during the noon hour in
her cell.
Three witnesses to-day testified that

they believed Mrs. lfciber insane. They
were Dr. James C. Hassel, an alienist
called by the defence M^s. Kaber's sisterand a religious practitioner.

Dr. Charles W. Store, an alienist for
the State, was the only other person
to t^st'fv tft-dav. Dr Stonr. nnnwcrlnz
the same hypothetical Question propoundedto Dr. Hassel, uald it was hla
opinion that Mrs. Kaber was sane when
she Is alleged to have planned the murderol her husband.

DULUTH PRINTERS SUE
TO PREVENT PICKETING
Duluth, July 14..Suit for an injunctionagainst picketing and for $25,000damages sustained from picketing,

threats against employees and efforts
to cause employees to leave their positionwas filed to-day by thirteen Duluthprinting companies against the
unions of printers, pressmen and bookbinders.
The case Is an outgrowth of the nationwide strike of printing employees

called May 1 to enforce the forty-four
hour week.

STRIKE GUARDS DEMOBILIZED.
Concord. V. H.. July 14..Orders were

issued to-day to demobilize State Guard
companies called out because of paper
mill strike situations at Franklin and
Berlin.

WAGE REDUCTION IN TRENTON.
Trknton. July 14..Wages In many of

the building trades were reduced to-day
from flftv cents to *2 a riav hv Martin
P. Devlin, arbitrator In the wage dispute
between the union* and employing contractors.Carpenters, tile setters, metal
lathers and electricians, however, will
continue to receive 18 per day.
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PACKERS PAY CUTS
REFUSED BY JUDGE

100,000 Employees to Draw
Arbitrated Wajje Scale UntilSeptember.

LIVING COST STILL HIGH

Alschuier Confirms Reduction
of 8 Cents an Hour for

Stock Yards Men.

Chicago, July 14..Employees of middleWestern and Western packing
houses, parties to the arbitration agreementwith the Government, will continueto receive their present wage rate
for the present and probably until next

September, when the agreement expires.
In a decision handed down to-day

Federal Judge Samuel Alschuier, arbitratorunder the Department of I>abor,
refused the petition of the packing house
companies for a Ave cent an hour cut
in wages. The number of men affected
by the order is estimated to exceed
100.000. 4Tn a second decision Judge Alschuier
confirmed the action of the Chicago
Stock Yards in cutting wages of Its
stock handlers 8 cents an hour. He
pointed out the stock handlers are paid
on a monthly basis, and as a rule receivemore than common labor In the
packing plants. About 1,000 stock handlersare affected by the decision.

In the packing house decision the
'arbitrator declared the recession In the
cost of living Is not as great as the
packers contended, and in some Instances
there has been no decline. At the same
time taxes are constantly mounting,
street car fares remain 60 per cent,
above pre-war prices, while gas, elecfrioifvon<l f11 r.T /tnntlntta n f rvU

the Judge says, adding:
"Newspapers, a most general necessity,remain at the highest point, from

100 to 200 per cent, above 1914 prices."
Among the other costs which have not

started to decline, he names rents, telephoneand telegraph service, freight and
passenger rates, while such eesentlal
foods as milk, bread and bakery products,fruits and meats show only slight
decreases.

In an analysis of present packing
plant wages. Judge Alschuler says 81
per cent, of all employees of Swift &
Co. are paid 50 cents an hour or less.
Of the remaining 19 per cent., he added,
two-thirds receive lefts than 60 cents
an hour, and the number being paid 70
cents or more is negligible. This analysis,the statement adds, is typical of *11
plants affected.

STEEL WORKERS ARE CUT.
Yonngntonn Rednces Common I.nliorto BO Cents nn Hoar,

Younostow.v, Ohio. July 14. . The
Youngstown Sheet and Tube Company,
largest independent steel plant in the
Youngstown district, to-day announced
a wage reduction which will reduce commonlabor from thirty-six to thirty cents
an hour, effective July 16. The plant
normally employs upward of 15,000 men.

All the independent steel companies of
this district have now announced the
same wane reduction, all effective July
16. The Trumbull Steel Company at
Warren to-day posted notices of a similarreduction for the same date.

BUILDERS DEFER ACTION.
Wage Unrnflon to Br Dlacaaaed

Nut Wednesday.
At a meeting yesterday of the executivecommittee of the Building Trades

Employers Association no definite actionwas taken on the Building Trades
Council's refusal to consider a dollar a
day reduction In the wages of 115,000
workmen beginning January 1 next,
when the present agreement terminates.
After the meeting C. G. Norman, chairmanof the association, said there would

be a special meeting of the board of governorsnext Wednesday, when the wage
question would be discussed.

FIREARMS PLANT CLOSED.
Spbincfibi.p. Mass., July 14..The

Smith & Wesson Company, firearms
manufacturers, announced to-day that
the factory will close to-morrow nlaht for
one month, part of which time will be
devoted to Inventory. The concerto has
been running full time and with a full
quota of employees.
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/ 11Smoking Quarters for

Women on C. P. R. Trains

TyrONTREAL, July 14..Smok-
ing compartments for women

are to be provided on Canadian
Pacific Railroad trains. In makingthe announcement to-day a

I company statement said the
equality of the sexes should be
recognized in travelling,

y J

I. R. T. WORKERS' VOTE
SHOWS PAY CUT AHEAD

Indications Point to Wage ReductionJuly 24.

The vote taken so far by the subway
and elevated employees of the InterboroughRapid Transit Company upon
the corpany's request that they accept
a 10 per cent, reduction In wages July
24 without waiting for the expiration
of their contracts Indicates that the proposalwill be accepted by a large majority,P. J. Connolly, president of the
Interborough brotherhood, announced.
Out of fifteen locals -which have voted,

he said, only three voted against acceptingthe reduction. About 5,000 men

have voted upon the question and !>,ono
are yet to be heard from. Mr. Con- t

Vi nn-ot'Of thai thf» trinn rnnl.

ize the readjustment of economic conditionsthat is taking place generally j
and also are appreciative of the fact
that their last increase was granted by i
the company before their agreement had t
expired to meet high living costs. The
vote, it Is expected, will be completed c

by July 22. <j
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1,000 WOMEN VOTE
FOR DISARMAMENT

lrged by Mrs. Oatt, Non-PartisanLeague Approves
Harding's Course.

Women leaders of the political parties
ivere conspicuous by their absence yes:erdayat the conference called by Mrs.
"'rank A. Vanderlip State chairman of
he league of Women Voters, at her
lome at Scarborough. Two thousand
nvitations had been issued to represenativesof all parties, as the league Is
lonpartisan. One thousand women atended.

I.etters of protest were sent, however,
<ome of the writers taking exception to
he sentiments expressed in Mrs. Van-
lerllp's Invitation. Mrs. Charlee A.
Sabin, who is prominent in the Women's
National Republican Club, was one of
hese.
This failure of the party leaders to

ittend did not disconcert the nonpartisanorganizers, but they did receive
something o? a surprise when Mrs. Carrie
""hapman Catt, one of the stanchest
lupporters of the league of Nations,
ounselled the women to drop that paricularinterest for the present and concentrateon disarmament. They could
lardly believe their ears when she went
>n to say:
"You can lead a horse to water but
ou can't make him drink, and you can't
Irive the United States Senate into the
..eague of Nations. It is foolish to try
o do it.
"We should stand on the genera! prin

iplesof disarmament until a method Is
leveloped at the conference called by
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President Harding, and when such a
method of reaching peace has been
evolved then the people must demand it.
No meeting of women like thia should
transpire without sending the President
our opinion on this matter."

Forthwith the following was adopted;
"We congratulate the President on

the prospects of an international conferenceon disarmament and earnestly
hope, that In spite of the passage of the
bills for the increase of the naval buildingprogramme the conference will
result in materially cutting down naval
expenditures and in an international
organization which will Insure peace
with limited armaments."
Henry H. Curran, a Mayoralty candidateAlbert Bard of the Honest Ballot

Association, Homer Folks of the State
Charities Aid and Miss Mabel Carney
of Teachers College were the speakers.
Mrs. Vanderlip and Mrs. Raymond
Brown presided.

COURT STOPS STRIKERS
FROM PICKETING PLANT

Walkout Ends When NormalcyReturns, Says Judge.
Supreme Court Justice Cannon in

Brooklyn yesterday upheld the contentionthat a strike ceases to exist when
tha firm against whicli it is directed
has recruited its operating staff to full
strength and is running in a ndrmal
way again.

Justice Gannon issued a temporary
Injunction to the J. F. Tap'.ey Company,
bookbinders, at the Metropolitan Building,in Long island City, restraining the
members of Printers and Bookbinders
Union, Local No. 1, from picketing and
other strike activities. The company has
more than 200 employees.
A strike was called on May 1, and

some of tiie men went out. Since that
time, however, the working force had
been built up again, and everything is
on a normal basis.
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